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managing its results to support an inapplicable theory of devel- 
opment. Surely no one who has but casually compared the 
grouping of the characters in Schiller's dramas with those of 
Hebbel, e. g., will seriously maintain that the petty intrigue at 
the Court of St. James is not made to weigh far heavier in 
the balance than the political-religious controversy in deciding 
the fate of Mary Stuart. Mortimer is a fiery, rash, turbulent 
youth. Aside from his part in the Court intrigue, what a cari- 
cature of a power that dominated the world for centuries! 
A Grand Inquisitor at the very least was needed to offset a Bur- 
leigh and this would have necessitated many other changes. And 
yet these are questions too far-reaching to debate. Nor does the 
value of the book depend upon them. It is a storehouse of great 
wealth for the student of dramatic literature and it is to be 
hoped that Dr. Kipka will continue his studies of the 19th 
century dramas in as thorough a manner as he presents Swin- 
burne. 

E. 0. ECKELMANN. 



A HISTORY OF SCANDINAVIAN STUDIES IN AMERI- 
CAN UNIVERSITIES, 1 together with a Bibliography, by 
George T. Flom, Ph.D. The State University of Iowa, Iowa 
City, 1907. pp. 66. 

The following paragraphs are here submitted to call the at- 
tention of those interested to a praiseworthy labor of love under- 
taken by Professor Flom. 

Surely after half a century it would, as the author says, 
"seem a fitting time to take an inventory, as it were, of the work 
in Scandinavian literature and philology that has been and is 
being done in, the colleges of this country". As might be ex- 
pected the presentation of the survey is "necessarily statistical". 
Dr. Flom's material has invariably been derived from data fur- 
nished him first-hand by the latest instructors in charge of the 
respective Scandinavian courses. The thoroughness of the com- 
piler's work is best given in his own words : "I have thought it 

1 The volume appears as Number II in Iowa Studies in Language 
and Literature. 
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desirable in all cases where possible to specify texts and editions, 
amount of work done and length of courses. The different col- 
leges are given in the order in which Scandinavian branches were 
introduced. As far as I have been able to ascertain the facts, 
the equipment of the libraries will be given, the activities of the 
Scandinavian literary clubs in the different places and other facts 
of special interest" We glean all this interesting information, 
written most entertainingly, of no fewer than thirty public and 
private seats of learning, beginning with 1858 and coming down 
to the current year. The institutions listed follow in order of 
time of their introducing courses of study in the Scandinavian 
languages: New York, 1858; Wisconsin, 1869; Cornell, 1869; 
Columbia, 1880; Minnesota, 1883; Northwestern, 1882; Johns 
Hopkins, 1882; Indiana, 1885; Nebraska, 1886; Harvard, 1888; 
Michigan, 1888; Yale, 1889; Bryn Mawr, 1890; North Dakota, 
1891; Western Eeserve, 1891; Brown, 1892; California, 1892; 
Chicago, 1893; Leland Stanford, Jr., 1894; Pennsylvania, 1895; 
Vanderbilt, 1897; Wellesley, late 90's; Iowa, 1900; South 
Dakota, 1901 ; Princeton, 1901 ; Washington State College, 1905 ; 
Ohio, 1905; Missouri, 1907; Cincinnati, 1907; Kansas, 1908. 

It is not surprising to learn that the universities of those 
states having the largest Scandinavian population, namely Wis- 
consin, Minnesota, Iowa, and North Dakota (the last with the 
largest Icelandic constituency) are in the lead as far as the at- 
tendance of these courses is concerned. These states provide 
the most ample programs, both in the older Scandinavian dia- 
lects and in the modern ones. As regards the best library 
facilities in Scandinavian literatures and antiquities the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, with its extensive portion of the excellent 
Konrad Maurer Collection, seems to divide honors with Har- 
vard and Cornell. 

Since the nature of the compilation is such as to provoke no 
controversy, it may be permitted to give Dr. Plom's own sum- 
mary of the growth of the work: 

'Looking back over the field we may briefly summarize the 
growth of the study of Scandinavian as follows : The first course 
was offered in 1858, forty-nine years ago. As instruction in the 
Northern languages in this case, however, was only a temporary 
arrangement, the actual beginning may be said rather to date 
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from the simultaneous introduction of Scandinavian courses of 
study in the University of Wisconsin in the West and Cornell 
University in the East in 1869. 

In I he following decade these were the only two giving in- 
structions in Scandinavian languages or literature. In 1880 
courses were introduced in Columbia University, and this was 
followed by eight other institutions during the next ten years, 
three in the East and five in the West. During the nineties ten 
more are added, while since 1900 the total number has been in- 
creased by ten. The Scandinavian languages had then been 
taught in one higher institution in 1860, three in 1870, four in 
1880, twelve in 1890, twenty-two in 1900 and thirty-one in 1907. 
It should however be added that in two of these institutions such 
courses were later discontinued, New York University and Van- 
derbilt University ; while in one other Old Norse is offered at the 
present time, the University of Missouri, though not yet actually 
taught. Of the institutions to be included then as now ottering 
such instruction ten are located in the East, sixteen in the Central 
States (the larger Northwest) and three on the Pacific Coast 
namely California, Leland Stanford, Jr., and Washington State 
College. 

It may also be noted that no southern University has per- 
manently introduced Scandinavian languages into its curricula 
of courses, and only in one have they ever been taught. In 
general the eastern universities appear earliest, with however the 
Universities of Wisconsin and Minnesota in the West also being 
among the first; of the nine latest addition f to the list seven are 
Middle Western colleges. The total number of courses actually 
given at different times, as near as it is possible to determine, 
has been as follows: In 1880 seven, 1890 twenty-seven, 1900 
thirty-eight, 1907 sixty-two. The total number of courses offered 
however at the present time is about 100. As to the extent to 
which each of the various Scandinavian languages or their liter- 
atures are studied the condition is found to be about as follows : 
Old Norse is offered in all except Nebraska, Wellesley and Wash- 
ington State College ; in the first of these it being taught only as 
part of a course in Old Germanic Dialects. The courses are of 
two hours weekly through the year generally and in the first 
year usually linguistic in character. The literary side of Old 
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Norse study is specifically stressed in Harvard, Yale and Wis- 
consin and in the second year course also in Columbia and Iowa, 
while the linguistic side has always been emphasized at Chicago, 
Bryn Mawr, Western Eeserve, Pennsylvania, Cornell and in the 
first year course in Iowa.' 

This is followed by a discussion of the extent to which different 
parts of the field have been studied, texts used, publicational 
activity in the past, present needs, etc. 

The Bibliography of twenty finely printed pages exhausts, in 
chronological order, the "American Publications on the Lan- 
guages and Literatures of the Scandinavian Countries" in book- 
form, as well as in periodicals. 

George W. Hauschild. 

The University of Chicago. 



HEBBELPROBLEME. Studien von Oskar F. Walzei. Unter- 
suchungen zur neueren Sprach-und Literaturgeschichte 
Neue Folge, 1. Heft. H. Haessel Verlag Leipzig 1909. 
Pp. VIII, 123. 

Das vorliegende Heft, mit dem Walzei eine 'Neue Folge' 
seiner 'Untersuchungen' eroffnet, ist, wie das Vorwort berichtet, 
aus einem Vortrag entstanden, worm er fruher in den Got- 
tingischen gelehrten Anzeigen (1905) skizzenhaft vorgetragene 
Ansehauungen weiter ausfuhrte. 'Nicht ohne Bedenken,' ge- 
steht der Verfasser bescheiden, 'vergrossere ich den Papierwust, 
der sich urn Hebbel anhauft'. 

Selten audi hat sich stoifhungrigen Doctorcandidaten und 
aesthetischen Salbadern ein willkommeneres Versuchsobject 
dargeboten, als der wiederentdeckte Hebbel, den uns die hyster- 
ische Freude an Superlativen, die im Reiche Wilhelms II. nun 
Mode ist, noch zudem als den endlich erschienenen Eunstmessias 
und Verkiinder der deutschen Zukunftstragodie anpries. Dass 
die geschichtliche Erscheinung Hebbels damit in ganz falsche 
Perspective geriickt ward und die wichtigsten Fragen, die das 
Wesen und die Kunst dieses Dichters dem Forscher aufgeben, 
iibersehen blieben, kiimmerte die meisten seiner Apostel gar 
wenig. 

Obwol es mir scheinen will, als ob auch Walzei die herr- 
schende Ueberschatzung Hebbels teile, so deutet doch schon der 



